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Kūkulu Ke Ea A Kanaloa 

Re-establish the life and spirit of Kaho‘olawe 





Kanapou Bay is in the “definition” of marine debris! 





Kanapou Bay 



It’s been there for  

“as long as anyone can 

remember”… 

KIRC has 

conducted 

annual 

cleanups, 

but can’t 

keep up 

with it… 



Where does our debris come from? 

Our friendly neighbor islands  

& across the Pacific… 



University of  

Hawai‘i (Hilo) 
 

“Drifter Experiment” 

We found 4 in Kanapou 

from Hilo  





Japanese, Taiwanese, Korean, & Chinese labels  



Collaboration with the “International Lighter Project” 



Education and outreach with “interesting items” 

people relate to… 





Bites from sharks, 

sea birds, turtles, 

marine mammals, 

fish, and/or ?? 







They’re “attracted to it” for some reason(s)… 

Are animals actually eating the marine debris? 



Maybe animals 

are just “test 

biting” the 

plastics…  

but if they’re 

actually 

ingesting these 

materials,  

it can’t be good 

for them… 





Hawai‘i  

Conservation 

Conference 





2010-2011 

NOAA Marine Debris Division & KIRC  

co-funded   

“The Complete Cleanup of Kanapou” 

 

>31 tons of marine debris removed 





Rough ocean 

 conditions… 



2 & 3-night campouts 













The Biggest Challenge 

(to Us All): 

All the Little Pieces 

That Float in 

with Every Wave… 

 





Counting  & 

Sorting 





Kanapou  

Marine Debris  

Removal 

Methods: 

by Air & by Sea 



Recyclables are  

sorted and brought  

to Maui on the boat… 



Piles were made  

for slingloads... 







~1 ton per load 

flown to Maui 
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~0.5 ton per load 

= ~0.25 ton of actual net 

(minus water/sand) 



Kaho‘olawe’s 

erosion issue   



Novel Erosion Control Technique: Re-using Nets 





Re-accumulation 

6/16/2008 

12/20/2010 

9/25/2010 

CLEANED! 

11/4/2010 



12/08/11 

After final  

cleanup! 

11/07/11 

08/22/11 More & more debris  

keeps washing ashore… 
 

But seemingly in lower 

quantities as we 

repeatedly cleaned  

this spot and the  

rest of the bay… 



Wikipedia After Cleanups 



Before & After Cleanups 



Before & After Cleanups 



Before 

Cleanups 

After Cleanups 



We shipped a 40-foot 

container full of  

debris (6.6 tons) 

to Zurich, Switzerland… 



And it arrived to 

Museum für  

Gestaltung Zürich! 



2010-2011 Cleanup Summary 
*31 tons removed from Kanapou 

 during 10 cleanups 
*13 tons of nets= erosion control 

*9.3 tons= Maui’s landfill 

*6.6 tons= Switzerland museum display 

*2.1 tons= recycled/reused/researched 

Mahalo, NOAA! 

~Cheryl King 
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