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Introduction
The Northeast Pacific Ocean is a rich, productive marine 
ecosystem that sustains vibrant commercial and recreational 
fisheries, including Dungeness crab, rockfish, salmon, halibut, 
and many others.  However, various forms of marine debris 
can harm fish resources and habitats.

Crab Pot Recovery
The Dungeness crab industry loses about 10% of its pots 
annually, due mainly to adverse weather events.  This equates 
to thousands of lost pots per year.  Although all are equipped 
with rot cord designed to disintegrate and release the door, 
they still pose potential harm to species and can cause gear 
entanglements.

Results and Next Steps
Final results are still pending.  However, during the first round 
of crab pot recovery, 135 pots were recovered in four vessel 
days; and three trawl nets and part of a fourth were recovered 
during three separate vessel days. The Lower Columbia River 
Estuary Partnership has joined the effort, and more net and 
pot recovery operations are taking place in 2008.  

Oregon Sea Grant successfully initiated a system to report 
and recover stray pots, which are often still attached to a buoy 
line, but have strayed from original placement.

Acknowledgements
Many thanks to the NOAA Marine Debris Program, the NOAA 
Restoration Center, the OFCC, the U.S. Coast Guard, the 
Lower Columbia River Estuary Partnership, Oregon Sea Grant, 
the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, and Tyco 
Telecommunications.  (All photos credit NOAA Restoration Center, unless 
indicated).

Derelict Trawl Nets and 
Undersea Cables
Several undersea fiberoptic cables originate from the Oregon 
Coast, carrying vast amounts of digital data and phone calls 
from the U.S. mainland to Asia.  When fishing gear is lost near a 
cable, the cable owner can tell the vessel to leave the gear 
alone, and then compensate the gear owner.  The OFCC serves 
as a liaison between the fishing and the telecom industries, with 
the goal of minimizing fishing gear and cable interactions.

In 2007, the NOAA Marine 
Debris Program partnered 
with the NOAA Restoration 
Center and the Oregon 
Fishermen’s Cable 
Committee (OFCC)  to 
address recovery of lost 
trawl nets; reporting and 
recovery of lost crab pots; 
and public outreach and 
education.

The OFCC contracted with 
commercial fishing vessels and 
fashioned custom grapples to 
hook lost pots in areas of 
known accumulation.  A high 
school marine biology class 
collected and identified 
recovered biota.

In spring, 2007, NOAA 
partnered with the OFCC, 
Tyco Telecom, the U.S. 
Coast Guard (USCG), 
Oregon Sea Grant, and 
others to retrieve four 
nets known to be lost 
near cables. The delicate 
operation was successful, 
but more nets remain 
elsewhere on the ocean 
floor.

Several darkblotched rockfish (Sebastes 
crameri) were hauled up with the trawl net

NOAA nautical chart depicting the locations of 
cables originating from Oregon’s North Coast 
(Credit OFCC)

Crab traps and miscellaneous fishing gear 
being offloaded

Astoria High School students collecting 
biota brought up in derelict pots

Crew of the F/V Seeker retrieve a trawl net 
lost 1000’ deep in the Pacific.  Winching of 
the net took nearly two hours

An inflatable shuttles guests 
between the USCG vessel Fir and 
the F/V Seeker

Guests and USCG 
crew celebrate a 

successful mission


