
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

USE ESCAPE CORD  
An estimated 372,000 crabs die in 
lost pots each year in the Northwest 
Straits.  Secure crab pot lids and 
escape panels with biodegradable 
cotton cord (escape cord).  This will 
allow crabs to escape from lost pots 
after the cord degrades.  To be 
legal, escape cord must be 120 
thread count or less. 

For more information and 
sources of escape cord, 

visit www.escapecord.org 
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THIS CRAB COULD STILL BE ON 
YOUR DINNER PLATE 
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HERE ARE A FEW SIMPLE WAYS TO  

                 PREVENT LOST POTS. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
      HERE ARE A FEW SIMPLE WAYS TO  
                 PREVENT LOST POTS. 

A LOST POT MAY CATCH AND KILL  
75 CRABS EACH YEAR. 

Use Escape Cord 

� USE LABELED BUOYS. Mark your gear with 
clearly visible buoys to alert passing 
boaters to the presence of your crab pot. 

 
� WEIGHT YOUR LINE. Weighted lines sink 

below the surface to avoid being cut by 
passing boats. 

 
� USE THE CORRECT LENGTH OF LINE. 

Knowing how deep the water is where you 
set your gear ensures that you will be able 
to find your buoy. 

Report lost fishing gear   
Call the WDFW No-Fault hotline 

1-800-477-6224 
For more information, contact Don 
Velasquez, velasdev@dfw.wa.gov 

or (425) 775-1311, ext. 112 
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